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To our most valued friends of Motomiya,
Today marks an important moment for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, but also for the world.

The last year has been incredibly difficult but the commencement of the Torch Relay should be a moment of
positivity and optimism for the people of Japan and what the Torch Relay signifies, the final steps on the road to
Tokyo 2020, should be a moment of positivity for the world as a whole.

The Covid-19 pandemic has challenged every facet of society but, despite the hardships faced, the strength of
human spirit and kindness has shone through. The advent of medical developments including the vaccination
programme globally will see the tide turn against this virus, with shoots of renewal taking hold so that we can
collectively move forward as a global community.

At Team GB, we firmly believe that the world needs and deserves reasons to feel positive and joyful and that the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games is the greatest possible example of this. Watching the world’s best athletes perform on
the biggest sporting stage will excite and inspire a generation of young people to get involved in sport which is
something everyone should take great heart from.

Throughout the last five years we have received nothing but support and kindness from the people of Motomiya, for
which we are truly grateful. It was a great personal honour to visit you all last year. As the Olympic Torch passes
through your great city we share in your excitement at this memorable moment and hope that it is something the
people of Motomiya feel rightly proud of.

We are thankful for the close ties we have built with the city of Motomiya over the last five years and hope that long
after the Games of the XXXII Olympiad have finished we can continue to grow our ties with you.

On behalf of everyone at the British Olympic Association, | hope you have a very successful and enjoyable day.
Kind regards,

Andy Anson
CEO, British Olympic Association
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